Morning Worship Service

June 28, 2009
We prepare for worship by hearing God speak to us from 
Genesis Chapter 50
God Calls Us to Worship

Call to Worship

Prayer of Invocation
Salutation
Psalm 147, pg. 124 (Tune: #580) 
Confession and Assurance of Pardon

Confession of Sin – Matthew 5:5
Assurance of Forgiveness – Psalm 37:1-9, pg. 797
Hymn: #550 “There Is a Land of Pure Delight” 
We Offer Our Gifts to God

The Offering Received
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen”
We Speak to God
Confession of Faith: The Apostle’s Creed, pg. 845 
All Sing the Gloria Patri:

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.” 
God Speaks to Us
Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 5:19 / Joshua 7
Sermon: “The Tragedy at Ai”
Pastoral Prayer
Hymn: #154 “Thou Art the Way” 
God Dismisses Us with His Blessing
Benediction – Numbers 6:24-26
Evening Worship Service

6 P.M.
We prepare for worship by hearing God speak to us from

Mark Chapter 11
God Calls Us to Worship

Call to Worship

Prayer of Invocation

Salutation

Hymn of Adoration: #181 “We Come, O Christ, to You”
Confession and Assurance

Confession of Sin – Ephesians 2:1-3
Assurance of Pardon – Ephesians 2:4-10
All sing the Gloria Patri:
“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.”

We Speak to God

The Larger Catechism #109
(Printed on the insert)
God Speaks to Us

Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 4:15-40  
Sermon: “Only God May Command How We May Worship Him”
The Lord’s Supper Observed
Psalm 130, pg. 113 ( Tune: #254)
God Dismisses Us with His Blessing
Benediction: Numbers 6:24-26
“…this sacrament exhorts us to join with each other in the same sort of unity in which the members of a body, linked as they are, are bound together. For no stronger or sharper spur could be given to move and encourage us to mutual love than this: Christ, in gving himself for us, does not only invite us by his example to give and consecrate ourselves to each other, but makes himself to be shared by all, and also makes us all one in himself.” John Calvin
The Poor in Spirit
  The first part of being “poor in spirit”, is knowing that we don’t have any means of saving ourselves. One of the first steps on the road to becoming a Christian is coming to the point in our lives when we see that our own personal goodness is not good enough to measure up to God’s standards. Indeed, we come to see that our own goodness never could be good enough even if we were one hundred times better than the best person alive today. As the apostle Paul puts it in his letter to the Ephesians, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God…so that no one can boast” (Eph. 2:8).
  Christians know that they are not saved by their own goodness and hard work. They know that even if they turned over a new leaf every day from now to the next millennium, they could never measure up. If they are to be saved, it can only be by grace – by the goodness of Jesus Christ credited to their account.

  But there is more to being poor in spirit than simply knowing that we can’t save ourselves. To be poor in spirit also means knowing that even though we have been saved, we still can’t live the Christian life in our own strength. It’s very easy for us as Christians to fall down at this point. We view the Christian life as rather like learning to ride a bicycle. At first, when we were just beginning, we needed Dad or Mom to run behind us and hold the saddle while we wobbled about. But after a little while, we got the hang of it and zoomed off on our own, We say to the Heavenly Father, “Thanks for saving me, but from now on I’m off on my own. You just stand back and watch.”

  Maybe we don’t say that in so many words, but do our actions not speak louder than our words? I know that mine do. When I pass over spending time praying in order to spend more time doing, what I am saying? I’m saying that what I do is what really counts; what God does is simply a bonus. I’m saying, “Stand back, God, and watch me go!”

  Or when I try to run my own life according to what seems right to me, with no though for what God says in his Word, what am I saying? I’m saying that I can run my own life very nicely, thank you. I’m saying “By, God! I’m on my own now!” How often do we act as if we know better than God and we don’t really need his help? I know that I often do. To be poor in spirit, however means total dependence on God.

Remember the illustration Jesus gave of the vine and the branches? “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” (John 15:5-8)
