Morning Worship Service

June 7, 2009
We prepare for worship by hearing God speak to us from 
Genesis Chapter 47
God Calls Us to Worship

Call to Worship

Prayer of Invocation
Salutation
Psalm 145, pg. 122 (Tune: #441)
Confession and Assurance of Pardon

Confession of Sin – Matthew 5:2-12
Assurance of Forgiveness – Galatians 2:20
Hymn: #691 “It Is Well with My Soul” 
We Offer Our Gifts to God

The Offering Received
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen”
We Speak to God
Confession of Faith: The Athanasian Creed  
All Sing the Gloria Patri:

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.” 
God Speaks to Us
Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 5:16
Sermon: “The Fifth Commandment”
Pastoral Prayer
Hymn: #606 “Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord” 
God Dismisses Us with His Blessing
Benediction – Numbers 6:24-26
Evening Worship Service

6 P.M.
We prepare for worship by hearing God speak to us from

Mark Chapter 8
God Calls Us to Worship

Call to Worship

Prayer of Invocation

Salutation

Hymn of Adoration: #380 “Father, Again in Jesus’ Name We Meet”
Confession and Assurance

Confession of Sin – Matthew 22:34-40
Assurance of Pardon – Psalm 86, pg. 814
All sing the Gloria Patri:
“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.”

We Speak to God

The Larger Catechism #106
Q. What are we specially taught by these words [before me] in the first commandment?
A. These words [before me] or before my face, in the first commandment, teach us, that God, who seeth all things, taketh special notice of, and is much displeased with, the sin of having any other God: that so it may be an argument to dissuade from it, and to aggravate it as a most imprudent provocation: as also to persuade us to do as in his sight, whatever we do in his service.”

God Speaks to Us

Scripture Reading: Psalm 139 
Sermon: “Always Before the Face of God”
Psalm 119:129-144, pg.107 (Tune: 600)
God Dismisses Us with His Blessing
Benediction: Numbers 6:24-26
Scripture Is Superior To all Human Wisdom

“Unless this certainty, higher and stronger than any human judgment, be present, it be vain to fortify the authority of Scripture by arguments, to establish it by common agreement of the church, or confirm it with other helps. For unless this foundation is laid, its authority will always remain in doubt. Conversely, once we have embraced it devoutly as its dignity deserves, and have recognized it to be above the common sort of things, those arguments – not strong enough before to engraft and fix the certainty of Scripture in our minds – become very useful aids. What wonderful confirmation ensues when, with keener study, we ponder the economy of the divine wisdom, so well ordered and disposed; the completely heavenly character of its doctrine, savoring of nothing earthly; the beautiful agreement of all its parts with one another – as well as such other qualities ac can gain majesty for the writings. But our hearts are more firmly grounded when we reflect that we are captivated with admiration for Scripture more by grandeur of subjects than by grace of language. For it was also not without God’s extraordinary providence that the sublime mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven came to be expressed largely in mean and lowly words, lest, if they had been adorned with more shinning eloquence, the impious would scoffingly have claimed that its power is in the realm of eloquence alone. Now since such uncultivated and almost rude simplicity inspires greater reverence for itself than any eloquence, what ought one to conclude except that the force of the truth of Sacred Scripture is manifestly too powerful to need the art of words? Therefore the apostle rightly contends that the faith of the Corinthians was founded ‘upon God’s power, not upon human wisdom’ [1 Cor. 2:5p.] because his own preaching among them commended itself ‘not in persuasive words of human wisdom but in demonstration of the Spirit and of might’ [ch. 2:4p.]. For the truth is cleared of all doubt when, not sustained by external props, it serves as its own support.”
John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion Book I, Ch. VIII, Sec. I

I read this section of Calvin’s Institutes this past week and was both up lifted by Calvin’s exalted view of God’s Word. Surely human logic and reasoning are not able to prove God’s Word for that would be to place them above God’s Word. I was also convicted by Calvin’s words here because I realized how little beauty I see in God’s Word. I am like a beast who cannot discern between a fine meal and a cheap hot dogs and box macaroni, but worse than that I actually prefer a cheap hot dogs and box macaroni. It is amazing that God would choose to love me!

Pastor Andy Preston 
