Morning Worship Service

July 26, 2009
We prepare for worship by hearing God speak to us from 
Exodus Chapter 4
God Calls Us to Worship

Call to Worship

Prayer of Invocation
Salutation
Hymn: #25 “O Light That Knew No Dawn”   
Confession and Assurance of Pardon

Confession of Sin – 1 John 1:8-10
Assurance of Forgiveness – Psalm 103:8-12
Psalm 103:1-13, pg. 86 (Tune: #529)  
We Offer Our Gifts to God

The Offering Received
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen”
We Speak to God
Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed, pg. 845  
 ~ All Sing the Gloria Patri ~
“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.” 
God Speaks to Us
Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy Chapter 6
Sermon: “Gospel Obedience”
Pastoral Prayer
Hymn: #149 “Teach Me, O Lord, Your Way of Truth”  
God Dismisses Us with His Blessing
Benediction – Numbers 6:24-26
Evening Worship Service

6 P.M.
We prepare for worship by hearing God’s Word, Mark Chapter 15
God Calls Us to Worship

Call to Worship

Prayer of Invocation

Salutation

Psalm 96, pg. 82 (Tune: #296)
Confession and Assurance

Confession of Sin – Ephesians 2:1-3
Assurance of Pardon – 1Peter 1:13-21
“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.”

We Speak to God

The Larger Catechism #113, (insert)
God Speaks to Us

Scripture Reading: Mark 11:12-14   
Sermon: “Nothing But Leaves”
The Lord’s Supper Observed

Congregational Prayer
Hymn: #585 “Take My Life, and Let It Be” 
God Dismisses Us with His Blessing
Benediction: Numbers 6:24-26
“How much Evangelical religion is completely make-believe? You will sometimes see men professing great affection for the pure ‘gospel’, while they are, practically speaking, inflicting on it the greatest injury. They will talk loudly of soundness in the faith, and have a keen nose for heresy. They will run eagerly after popular preachers, and applaud Evangelical speakers at public meetings. They are familiar with all the phrases of Evangelical religion, and can converse fluently about its leading doctrines. To see their faces at public meetings, or in church, you would think they were eminently godly. To hear them talk you would suppose their lives were tied up in all kinds of religious activity. And yet these people will sometimes do things in private of which even some heathens would be ashamed. They are neither truthful, nor sincere, not honest, nor just, nor good-tempered, nor unselfish, nor merciful, not humble, nor kind! And is such Christianity as this authentic? It is not. It is a worthless fake, a wretched cheat and farce.”   J. C. Ryle
The Path of Humility
“[A] second burden Tozer writes about is the burden of pretense – pretending to be something we are not and hiding what we are. The man who is moderately successful in business tries to look wildly successful. He is ashamed to be thought only a moderate achiever. A person of limited education pretends to be more highly educated than he or she is and fears to meet a thoroughly educated man. Even if well educated, the person fears to meet one who is better educated or to be in apposition where the unfavorable comparison shows. A cultured person fears to be with those who are even more cultured. Tozer says, ‘Let no one smile this off. These burdens are real, and little by little they kill the victims of this evil and unnatural way of life.’
We pretend because we fear to be known as we really are. We do not want another person to think us ill-informed, gauche, unsophisticated, or other such things. But the real problem is that we are sinners, and our real fear (although we do not often admit it, even to ourselves) is that someone will find out that we are corrupt and our hearts desperately wicked, as the prophet Jeremiah wrote (Jeremiah 17:9).

Jesus delivers us from pretense when we follow Him. He does it by bringing us before Himself, face to face with God before whom ‘all hearts are opened, all desires known.’ If our basic problem is sin and the desire to hide it from others, then the cure is to have sin dealt with by Christ and know that we are accepted by God on the basis of Jesus’ atoning work, regardless of what we are or have done. Another way of saying this is that the cure for our fear is knowing that we are known already – deeply and exhaustively by God Himself and that He has loved us and receives us anyway. Humility begins by knowing that I am accepted by God. Therefore, since I can stand before God without the need to pretend, I can also stand before others. If I am accepted by God, I do not need to worry about what others may think of my performance.

Artificiality is a problem closely linked to pretense, as Tozer indicates. But it is a step beyond it – a step in the wrong direction. It involves a fear of relaxing and an enforced affection. It is what we mean when we say that a person always seems to be ‘playing a role.’ It can be amusing at times, but it wears thin, and we come away feeling that we really do not know the person. ‘I wish he (or she) would just relax and be himself,’ we say.

Artificiality falls away at the cross of Christ. The cross is so real, so brutally authentic, that standing before it is like standing before a bright light that probes into every recess of our being. Before the cross we have the experience of the children in the Chronicles of Narnia whenever they were with Aslan. Before him any dishonest word, any self-serving statement, tended to dry up – not so much because they feared he would punish them for deceit, but because evil simply could not stand before one who was both all-powerful and completely good. The one following Jesus will have precisely this experience. If we walk with Christ, we will grow in humility. If we are not walking in humility, if pride, pretense, and artificiality are not falling away in our lives, we are not living for Christ. If we are as proud as we were before our alleged “conversion,” we are not His.
James Montgomery Boice,  “Christ’s Call to Discipleship”
